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In 1994 a number of changes took place with regards to the Wasatch-Cache National Forest.  The 
Forest was combined with the Uinta National Forest to be managed by one management team.  
This was done midway through the fiscal year and with a workload already established little 
change in priorities within the fisheries program occurred.  This report will cover activities in 
fisheries on the combined Forest. 
 
A special Bonneville cutthroat trout project was also initiated in May of 1994. This project was a 
combined effort between the Kemmer District on the Bridger-Teton, the Montpelier District on the 
Caribou, the Uinta &  Wasatch-Cache National Forest, the Intermountain Regional Office of the 
Forest Service, the states of Utah, Idaho and Wyoming and the BLM.  This project was to identify 
streams, located in the Bear River Drainage, which contained cutthroat trout.  Fin clips were 
collected along with a few whole fish for genetic and meristic analysis.  The goal of the project 
was to survey 40 streams. 
 
 
FOREST LEVEL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
1.Fifty six streams were surveyed for cutthroat trout.  Of the streams surveyed 12 were in Idaho.  

This is the first year a sampling permit has been issued to a Forest Service fish biologist 
under an existing Memorandum of Understanding with the state of Utah.  Reports for Idaho 
and Utah sampling efforts were completed by January 1995. 

 
2.Habitat surveys were conducted on approximately 8 miles of stream.  These were full drainage 

surveys using the Region 6 stream survey methodology.  The stream surveys were 
conducted on Mill Creek (Summit County), North Mill Creek and the West Fork of the Bear 
River above Whitney Reservoir.  This information was in put in an Oracal Data Base stream 
survey program written for Region 6. 

 
3.Level one surveys (office level) were done for a large majority of the streams in the Bear River 

drainage.  This level of survey needs to be done prior to conducting level two (field basin 
wide) surveys.  This work was done by a volunteer, Jennifer Johnson.  Jennifer later assisted 
in the fish and habitat survey work. 

 
4.Another volunteer assisted in developing a database on the lakes on the forest.  This project is 

still ongoing.  The individual working on this project is Mike Slater, a fisheries student at 
Utah State University. 

 
5.Dona Horan, the fisheries co-op education student continued to work on her data gathering this 

summer.  She is scheduled to complete here degree in 1995. 
 
6.A conservation agreement and strategy is being developed with the Fish and Wildlife Service, 

the Bureau of Land Management and the State of Utah.  The Forest Fish Biologist is 
representing the Forest of Utah in this effort. 



 
 
 
DISTRICT LEVEL WORK  
 

SALT LAKE DISTRICT 
 
1.Mill Creek Rehabilitation.  Monitored rehabilitation work done in 1993.  Cutthroat and 

hatchery rainbow and brown trout were found using habitat structures placed in the 
stream. 

 
2.Conducted preproject surveys on Big Cottonwood Creek for a snow making proposal, Mill 

Creek (Salt Lake County) for riparian rehabilitation project, and Mill Creek (Davis 
County) for a campground rehabilitation project. 

 
3.Conducted monitoring surveys, with the State of Utah, Division of Wildlife Resources, on 

North and South Willow creeks. 
 
 
OGDEN DISTRICT 
 
1.Reviewed and provided input for Snow Basin work.  This area drains into Wheeler Creek 

which contains cutthroat trout. 
 
2.Conducted a planning survey and enhancement plans for the South Fork Campground 

rehabilitation work.   
 
3.Assisted in the National Fishing Week Activity at Perception Park. 
 
 
LOGAN DISTRICT 
 
1.Assisted UDWR with cutthroat movement study to monitor effects of fishing regulations.   
 
2.Reviewed one timber sale. 
 
3.Assisted in the National Fishing Week Activity at First Dam. 
 
4. Gave an evening presentation at the Malibu Campground. 
 
 
KAMAS DISTRICT 
 
1.Provided input on the Gardner Fork stream crossing. 
 
2.Reviewed the high mountain lakes to be stabilized in conjunction with the Central Utah 

Water Project.  Assisted in designing inlake structures for Star Lake. 
 



 
 
EVANSTON DISTRICT 
 
1.Carter Creek Rehabilitation.  This project was completed by district personnel.   
 
2.Completed surveys on the West Fork of the Bear. 
 
3.Conduced habitat surveys on Mill Creek and North Mill Creek. 
 
4.The district staff held a National Fishing Week Activity on the East Fork of the Bear Boy 

Scout Camp. 
 
 
MOUNTAIN VIEW DISTRICT 
 
1.Installed instream fish structures on Archie Creek to improve riparian vegetation. 
 
2.Utah State University Researchers continued research on the "sensitive" Colorado 

cutthroat. 
 
 
HEBER RANGER DISTRICT 
 

 Partners  who participated in accomplishments were Lone Peak Nursery, State Lands and 
Forestry, Utah State Division of Corrections, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, several 
area elementary schools, a field crew on the European program, Project 10 (special 
education students), JTPA, members of Boy Scouts of America, BYU, High Country 
Flyfishers, and the Stonefly Society. 

 
1.  Stream inventories were on the Heber Ranger District and on the Pleasant Grove Ranger 

District.  Entering, analyzing and reporting data from FY93 and FY94 inventory.  
Data is being entered by Dave Fogle, a coop ed student working at Heber.  Dave 
completed his education in December 1994. 

 
2.  Hosted over 700 elementary school age children for watchable fish tours during the 

Kokanee spawn in the fall.  Visitor Center personnel, their volunteer personnel and 
the UDWR also participated. 

 
3.  Genetic testing was conducted on one population.  UDWR collected sample and BYU 

processed the sample. 
 
4.  Planted 3,500 sedges with Forest Service personnel, elementary school children, and 

volunteer group on the tributaries of Strawberry Reservoir. 
 
5.  Assisted the UDWR with their fishery recruitment study in the tributaries to the 

Strawberry Valley.  The study is contracted with Utah State University. 
 



 
6.  Assisted the UDWR with gill netting Strawberry Reservoir to determine health and size 

of the fish that have been stocked since the treatment in 1990. They gillnet 3 times 
during the field season. 

 
7.  District assistance in doing BEs and BAs for all of the projects on the Heber District:  

Timber Sales - 3, Range/FWL/Roads - 19, Special Uses - 1. 
 
8.  ID team participation for 3 allotments, 3 timber sales. 
 
9.  Participated as one of the three team members writing, submitting, and presenting 

proposals to the newly appointed Commission who are responsible for distribution of 
the money delegated by Congress.   

 
10. ID team participation and writing the Daniels Irrigation System on the Heber District as 

a part of the water exchange that is take place in the Heber Valley. 
 
11.Planted 2,700 willows in an area near Clyde Creek below a timber sale as well as buck 

and pole fencing of riparian and stream areas.  This is in an allotment below a timber 
sale.  Was accomplished by Forest Service crew as well as 200 elementary school 
children. 

 
12. Aquatic Ecosystem Enhancement  - Reintroduction of macroinvertebrates that have not 

returned as a result of the 1990 Strawberry Reservoir and tributary fish eradication.   
 
13. Livestock guzzler located on Strawberry Ridge between Mud Creek and Clyde Creek. 
 
14.The planning phase for improving spawning structures installed for Trout Creek below 

Highway 40 and for Little Hobble Creek was been completed. 
 
15. Engineering design, NEPA and planning has been accomplished for extending the 

Aspen, Renegade, and Soldier Creek boat ramps. 
 
16. Macroinvertebrate and water quality samples were collected by the Provo Supervisors 

Office Hydrologist and the Regional Aquatic Ecologist of the Intermountain Region 
Aquatic Ecosystem Analysis Laboratory.   

 
17.92,000 rooted willows were planted by the Utah Division of Corrections, Point of the 

Mountain.   
 
18. The Discovery Trail, a 1/4 mile trail across the West Side Road from the Visitors Center 

was constructed and signed.  This trail exhibits signs at various stations illustrating 
fish spawning along the Strawberry River, shorebird watching towards the reservoir, 
wildlife and riparian habitat areas, before and after pictures where stream structures 
were installed.  This trail was also funded by State Parks, contributions from the U.S. 
Army, and labor by the European volunteer crew and Forest Service personnel. 

 



 
19. Coal Mine Hollow management responsibilities were given to the Forest Service from 

the Bureau of Reclamation.   As a result of this management transfer, rehabilitation 
projects were developed and accomplished.  These included buck and pole fencing a 
stream, planting shrubs, forbs, and riparian plants. 

 
SPANISH FORK DISTRICT 
 
1.Streambank stabilization projects.  Stabilized stream banks at Vernon, Little Valley, and 

Tie Fork Creeks.  Stabilized by planting willows and cottonwoods, seeding raw 
banks, and placing juniper revetment or willow bundles on eroding bends.  Willows 
and/or cottonwoods were also planted at White River, Hobble Creek, and Salt Creek.  
A total of 8,000 bareroot Cottonwood and willows were planted. 

 
2.Willow cuttings were also planted using volunteer groups. Sites planted include Pole 

Canyon, Salt Creek, and headwater streams in Diamond Fork. 
 
3.Assisted in the Payson Lakes fishing derby. 
 
4.Conducted level III stream habitat surveys on Salt, Chase, and Wardsworth Creeks using 

Hankin and Reeves methodology. 
 
5.Assisted with rangeland monitoring on the Diamond Fork and Nephi Allotments. 
 
6.Assisted the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources with stream monitoring on Sixth Water 

and Pole Canyon. 
 
7.Assisted range with NEPA requirements for AMP's, range improvement projects, and the 

Forest Noxious Weed EA. 
 
8.Gave presentations to students from Juab Middle School and Payson Highschool. 
 
9.Evaluated stream crossing for timber sale. 
 
10.Provided input on development of CUP proposals. 
 
11.Continued monitoring of macroinvertebrates at Tie Fork.  Also used temperature 

recording devices to monitor stream temperatures at Vernon Creek, Diamond Fork, 
Salt Creek, and Tie Fork. 

 
PLEASANT GROVE DISTRICT 
 
1.Little Deer Creek Rehab Project.  Constructed pole fence to prevent people from driving in 

the creek.  Barrier rocks were placed to close an arterial road.  Trails were rerouted 
to lessen bank damage.  The parking lot was upgraded and erosion sources from the 
parking lot were eliminated. 

   



 
2.Structure Maintenance.  Twenty five structures were maintained.  Maintenance included 

bank stabilization, reseeding, barrier rock placement and notching center logs for 
deeper center flows in the center of the creek. 

 
3.CUP High Lakes program.  NEPA and inventory work done on CUP projects for Silver & 

Pittsuburgh Lakes.  Meet with State Officials & prepared plans for projects.  
 
4.Green line transects.  Lower reach of AF Canyon (Timp. Cave to mouth of AF Canyon) 

surveyed. 
� 
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  Subject:  1994 Accomplishments 
 
     From:  Paul Cowley, Forest Fish Biologist 
 
 
This memo is to inform you of the work accomplished in 1994 in regards to surveys for Bear 
River Bonneville cutthroat trout.  From the monies contributed towards the project 2 seasonal 
employees were hired in June.  A new backpack shocker was purchased because of existing 
equipment failure.  Miscellaneous equipment was also purchased to aid in completion of the 
project. 
 
A total of 52 streams were surveyed for fish.  This included streams sampled by Idaho Department 
of Fish and Game on the Montpelier District and by Utah Division of Wildlife Resources on the 
Evanston District.  Fin clips were taken from cutthroat trout in 24 streams, within the Bear River 
Drainage.  A total of 195 fin clips have been requested to be analyzed.  The rest of the fin clips 
and whole fish are currently being stored at Brigham Young University in the Library Facility.  
The 195 fin clips were selected based on (1) potential projects that may impact the aquatic 
resources, (2) potential reserve areas or pure populations (3) populations suspected not to be pure.  
The 195 samples are only a portion of the samples from 21 streams. 
 
Enclosed you will find the report for the streams sampled in Idaho.  Included in some of the 
reports are copies of photos of the streams sampled and some of the fish collected.  The raw data 
sheets and photo sheets have been included with the report to the Montpelier District. 
 
I believe we have greatly increased our knowledge of fish in the headwaters of the Bear River and 
the Idaho tributaries to the Bear River with the work accomplished this year with your help and 
support.  If you have any questions feel free to give me a call at (801)524-6061.   
 


